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THE AMERICAN LEGION
DEFPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA

District 18 Commander’s Message

Hello Everybody,
As we move into February, we reflect on the values, history, and sacrifices that define our nation and our American Legion mission.

Americanism Month
February is Americanism Month—a time to reaffirm our love of country, loyalty to its ideals, allegiance to the U.S. flag, and commitment to
preserving liberty for future generations.

Four Chaplains —
Posts nationwide will observe Four Chaplains Sunday, remembering the heroic sacrifice of the Four Chaplains aboard the
USAT Dorchester on February 3, 1943. Their selfless actions remain a powerful example of faith, unity, and service above self.

Presidents Day
On Presidents Day, we honor all who have served as President of the United States and reflect on the leadership entrusted with guiding our
nation.

Sons of the American Legion Reminder

Posts with Sons of the American Legion Squadrons are reminded that Post Commanders and Post Adjutants may help with transmitting
Sons memberships. The Sons of the American Legion is a program of The American Legion, and supporting their membership strengthens
our entire Legion Family.

Scam Awareness
Please remain alert to potential scams involving phone calls, emails, or text messages. If something does not seem right, take the time to
verify the source before sharing information or taking action.

Thank you for your continued service to our veterans, our communities, and our country.

For God and Country,

The American Legion: Department of California
Samuel Cafiero

Commander 18 District

Commander Post 180

“A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle.”
— Erin Majors
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18th District 1st Vice,
Domingo H. Almanzar Jr.

District 18th Vice Commander’s Membership Report

Comrades,

I attempted to host a Membership Meeting on January 22nd with the 1st Vices from our District. I would like to express my
gratitude to those who attended the meeting. However, as the grace period (GRACE PERIOD) comes to an end on January
31st, I will require the 1st Vices to make a concerted effort to complete the mission. We can only achieve this together, and I
will be your adjutant for assistance.

It’s time to focus on membership growth and ensure that our numbers reach 100% before the Convention. I want to remind
everyone that the Legionaries grace period runs from January 1st to January 31st. Anyone who hasn’t paid their 2026 dues by
February 1st will be considered expired.

District 18th has recorded the following:

* - 36 new members

- - 296 PUFL members
- - 888 paid members

- - 5 transfers

- The total number of paid members is 1220 out of 1570, which places District 18th at 77.71% of its goal and ranks 45th in the
Department of California.

Post Highlights:

- - Post 279 in Temple City has the highest percentage at 102.27%.

- - Arcadia and Monrovia have strong performances with percentages of 93.75% and 93.75%, respectively.

- - Post 748 in San Gabriel has a percentage of 88.89%, and Post 10 in South El Monte has a percentage of 88.57%.

- - Post 790 in West Covina has the largest membership base with 239 paid members, accounting for 74.22% of'its total.
- Post needing attention:

- - Post 261 in E1 Monte has a low percentage of 62.86%.

- - Post 241 in Abraham Lincoln Baldwin Park has a percentage of 51.56%.

- - Post 397 has a percentage of 69.23%, and Post 431 has a percentage of 70.00%.

- District Totals: 77.71%

- Membership growth is steadily increasing, but we must focus on new renewals and outreach to close the gap.
- Every contact, renewal, and transfer helps us towards our goal 100%
So let’s continue to call and reach out to are Veterans. Thanks

District 1ST VICE
DOMINGO H ALMANZAR JR

For God and Country
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District 18 —2nd Vice Commander’s Report .I.HE F ABULOUS
._a'< A \'
Comrades, f@CaHuEuCEll(ll“ll)ST <’\\‘9
Your continued support shows the strength and unity of District 18. Give yourself I point for each thing you've NEVER done.
1. Operated a rotary phone @ S
I look forward to planning more activities that bring our members 2.Slidafloppy diskintoa PC U g oy
. .. . 3. Typed on an actual typewriter lG)
together in the same spirit of fellowship and fun. 4. Snapped photos with a film camera & &
) ) ) 5. Played music ona CD @
Were entering a new year and coming to an end of this tenure 6. Rewound a cassette tape with a pencil [ =
time to prepare and complete our mandated annual reports 7. Dropped the needle on a vinyl record JI
prep . dp . bershi }I: 8. Rocked a Walkman like a rebel & B 0
on our Co_mmltment and service to our membersiip, this 9. Blasted tunes from a boombox on your shoulder g
organization of what can been done and is accomplished for our 10. Watched a movie on VHS and prayed it doesn't jam
Veterans their families and our communities 11. Sent or received a fax like a business wizard
’ 12. Recorded songs from the radio like a mixtape hero £
13. Rented a VHS at Blockbuster on a Friday night &
Thank yo_u for your support. 14. Heard the screech of dial-up internet s
Semper Fi, 15. Looked up someone in a phone book B *)
Irvin Flores 16. Sent a postcard with actual handwriting / \ﬁ

17. Used a paper map and didn't get lost @3 i\
18. Owned a proper dusty dictionary =B ;
20. Had a whole encyclopedia collection é@

2nd Vice Commander

District Chaplain,

Charles Weiskercher E &
From the Chaplains Corner #(
February 2026: T T

Scripture; “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be
with you wherever you go.” - Joshua 1:9

Military life demands courage, discipline, and sacrifice. Yet, even the strongest soldier can feel the weight of
uncertainty, separation from loved ones, and the reality of danger. God’s Word reminds us that true strength s
not found in our own might, but in His presence. Your service was more than a duty—it was a calling to protect,

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not

serve, and stand for what is right. And in every battle, visible or unseen, God equips you with His armor: truth, [

acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.

righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, and His Word, ol
Prayer:
Lord, thank You for those who serve in our military with courage and honor as well as those who continue to " “"""f",
serve you in the American Legion. Strengthen their hearts, guard their minds, and protect their steps. Remind i
them daily that You are their shield and stronghold. May they find peace in Your presence and hope in Your
promises. Amen,
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Zoom Gall ¢

Every 3" Monday Empower Wounded Warriors
at 630pm

¥® Veteran-inspired activities

A Real warriors' stories

Zoom Call hosted by
| Chaplain Kathy Cash, Dept of CA Chaplam " A4 Take-home projects

Questions: email -- Chaplain@Calegion.org

1
, _ , ® +more! A | HoNoR=:
Register at: www.tinyurl.com/DeptChaplain 2 | COURAGE

2026 Ametican Legion California Boys & Girls Btate Post Chal Roster District # 18

Bergmann & Moore Virtual
Service Officer Training 101

The Virtual training is offered as a self-paced, online course, available ten 1 0- 3o. & Monte | R Duarte duarte?? @gmaticom (626; 82-3847
times in 2026. It serves as a solid infroduction to the VA claims systems and

processing. It covers 15 topics, including VA standards of Conduct, VBMS, 13- Pasadena Rich Castellane relovesiar @aim.com 1626) 318-1508
Presumptive Service Connection, Chrenic Conditions, Locating Records, and "

Evallation, Compensafion, and Pension (G&F) Exams. This training Is AighlY 74.. Giaremont Mike Murphy murphymy1955@yahoo.com {18} 482-1785
recommended for POST SERVICE OFFICERS ' ' B

Post, Chai Email Phone

139 - Athambra Ralph Mondragon raiph.mondragon@yahon.com (805} 234-5441
This course does NOT grant the attendee VA Accreditation as a VS0
180 - Azusa Biily GreemveliNo

2025 Class Dates Momination Dotes Closs & Training Dates
In 1212272035 - 12/30/2025 1/5/2025 - 1/19/2025 . 3 . 5
bl 241 - Baldwin Pic Scott Fowier posi241 menitor@gmail.com (8261 3730582
February 172002026 - 17/27/2026 214/2026 - 2F1812026 1
i oL e e bl il 247 Ben Opbroek commanderpost247@amall.com 1B26) 824-0244
April 02026 - 312772026 41242026 - 41712026
May /007000 - 121000 et labl) 261 -E EMonte Dave Siegrist davidstephen/2@gmai.com (B26) 622-1786
June 5/18/2026 - 5/27/2026 G/4/2026 - Gr18/2026
Juty 6/19/2026 - 6/26/2026 71312026 - 7/17/2026 278 -Temple City Scott Sinclak sas14658@ gmall.com (B26] 874-T101
August T30/ 2026 - TI2T11026 8/4/2026 - 8/18/2026
T B/17/2036 - 812772026 O14/2026 - 9/18/2026 280 -E, Pasadena Neil LaSalo nissala@atl.nat (626) 2333403
Mavarmler 102002026 - 10027/ 2026 11472026 - 11/18/2026

397 - Monterey P ¥aren Suarez post3S7mpi i Memail.com |628) 852-4818

To be considered for the Service Officer 107 course, you must first enzure that the Department has you
listed az the Post Service Offfcer for your respeetive Post During the nominafion window dates, please

email your infent fo apply {inciude Posi, your email and phone #) fo the Deparfment Senvice Officer; 431 -Edison Ted Fe ﬁfe?ﬁd@g%"Rﬁéiﬂﬁm {9{}95 G30-4855
Matt Jackson, af deoifbcalegion org
475 - GlendorarSD Jee Mercler inmoeroacl.com (626) 608-2153

Training powered by: 508 Asustin limenez aime2@icloud.com (626} 2326557

===AMERICAN
B M 748 - San Gabriel Lucaes Les americaniegion/40@yahoo.com (626 641-3814

LEGION 2.0V

755 - Covina 3kip Dallen siipdalienfvahoo.com 323 816-3172 No

780 -W, Covina Bob Soteto almbertsotelo@amail.com (620} 3771482
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BE THE ONE — Join the District leadership team
=AMERICAN LU ARIei(o] Wyst4] )] (e

L E G I O N The American Legion offers a variety of training programs and events designed

to educate and prepare members and leaders throughout the organization.

Amerlcan Leglon Post 237

ial Building

27-29 March 2026

* The course starts at 8:00 am on Friday, 27 March, and will conclude with graduation at
1:00 pm on Sunday, 29 March

* Registration opens on 5 January 2025 and closes at midnight on 28 February 2025. We
encourage timely registration to ensure your spot and to help us prepare effectively

+ Applicants have until 28 February to submit a completion certificate from The
American Legion's online Basic Training Course and a resolution on a topic of their
choice

+ Applicants will receive mileage reimbursement for travel to and from their home Post
@ .41 per mile, along with a $50.00 per diem per day to cover expenses during the

event

* Please send questions to CA|

¥URFRRRRR RPN NN NNNY

AEIRL o\ NDsET
MONDAY

HOW THEY ARE DOING YOUR JOURNEY TO GROWTH AND

LEADERSHIP CONTINUES HERE!
TO LISTEN WHEN D . G R 4
Join our inspiring online training sessions designed to elevate your

A VET E RAN American Legion Experience. On the second Monday of each month,

NEE DS TO TALK unlock new strategies, boost your confidence, and cultivate a winning

mindset to make a lasting impact in your community.

TO REACH OUT DATE CLASS INSTRUCTOR
w H E N A v ET E RA N Dec 8th TAL: Community Engagement & Impact Vic Martin

Jan 5th Labor Law Compliance Attorney Diane Coderniz

I S ST R U G G L' N G Feb 9th Maintaining my Post Tax Exempt Status John Hudson

March 9th  Parliamentary Procedures: Tactical Motions Diane Devries

April 13th  Post Adjutant: Administrative Excellence Chris Yates

EE A M E R I C A N for Legion Posts

L E G I O N Each class will start at 6:00 pm and are appm\mﬂtel\ 60 minutes with
€| at

an added 30

BETHEONE.ORG
18.0.8.8.0.8.8.0.8.8.00880808.8 88,5
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COME CELEBRATE 100 YEARS WITH US

SATURDAY
—

Feara, Califfornia

SATURDAY,
FEBUARY 21, 2026
STARTS AT 2PM

Feb. 14th 6pm - 10pm

Dinner: Steak baked
potato, v %fs salad

mner ro essert,
$25 for 1 ticket or $40
for 2 tickets.

BBQ PORK SANDWICHES, BAKED BEANS,! - ..
POTATO SALAD & DESSERT $12.00 PLATE o
SERVING FROM 2PM TO SOLD OUT-| -

FLASHBACK COWBOYS BAND WILL BE \\'
PLAYING FROM 4PM TO 7PM .

50/50 AND RAFFLE OPPOORTUNITIES

From Jack Evanilla
18" District Armericanisrm Chairperson

Historical Military dates im February .

., 1957 _ Opaeration FPrairie 171 began imn WVietmnarmrm

Z, 1944 .. A4 miarine divisionmn captured Namiur and 8 island in Kavwajalein Atoll.
2, 19292901 . __ A rmmy Nurse Corp est.

=2, 1 8seS. ... Hamptom Roads Conference held, discuss to end Civil Vwar.

FEB. a4A4... FOUR CHAPLAINS DAY!

g, 1941 .. USO INCORPORATED.

D9, 19495 .. _ battle of bulge comncluded wvwwith Allied lines restored .

13, 12445 .. MARINE CORPS WOMENS RESERE EST.
23, 1245 Flag raising on I'WVvO JiIMMA

2, 199717 ...Gulf conmnflict ground offensive begann .
27, 1991 . Persianmn GulFCease-Fire Day_
28, 19917 .. _ Persianmn GulfFf Conflict endad s

Good February 2026 to all. A imerican Legiomn Farmily .

A FBLA00. 00 check (AREA &) WAS SENT TO DERPARTMENT. So far $228 _ 00 has been
collected.

Special thhanks to posts 180 and 755, legionaries anmnd auxiliary for all thheir
avwesorme donmnations._as the helrmet vwwas passed!

Special thhanks to Chaplain Ted, post 132 who collected FTAaF. 00

Thankyou Area 6 Riders for passing the helbrmet, 17 Jamnuary at post 180. Collected
FT122_ 00 thankyou Ralph Wwenz=zinger anmnd
Rochelle M. Billet—-Smmiitho

Attended DAR mMmeceting om 177, January for to explaimn the for HaHds programrm-. Their
by - lavws allovw conmntributionmns to mrmiilitary
Organizations. WIll gso back in February miecting.
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09 February 2026 District Executive Boart.l meeting @ Post 139 Alhambra, CA 7 p.m. @18 e
Dilstrict M
Friday — 20 February 2026 District General Membership Meeting (@ Post 139 Alhambra, CA
District & Post program All Post Officers should attend.

Post Commanders, Vice Commanders, Adjutants are required to attend these meetings by either one or all of these elected
officers who are duly elected and appointed officers of their respective post to represent their Membership...

Reports are required from each post representative on the development and compliance mandates per Dept.

Elegant 18" District meeting at Post 13 Pasadena, CA 16 January 2026
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American Legion Post 280
Welcomes Families & Friends
To Sunday Breakfast
& Bake Sale

r ‘ Sunday, February ist
» 9amtoilam ‘
Scrambled Eggs, Chorizo & Eggs,
Sausage, Potatoes, Bacon,
Pancakes, Fresh Fruit, and more @

e | 1 B
SUPER 'Bwu.x

’ poTLUCK PARTv,l

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8TH

T|ME Doors open 1pm, Kickoff 3:30pm

Donation $15
Kids under 12 Eat Free

Hosted by American Legion \(E-
5 Families Pest 280
179 N. Vinedo Avenue

Pasadena, CA 91107 '

e

| PLACE: Amencan Legron Post 280
1 . A R ——
m COME JOIN YOUR FRIENDS & SUPPORT OUR VETERANS!!

BRING YOUR FAVORITE o— WEAR YOUR TEAM GEAR!
* DISH TO SHARE! »

LA_QJ'

AMERICAN LEGION POST 755

PER'BO\N

L
F0O0D & DRINK spzcml_s. ;
‘-)-—— — e — . ———— -

s

-

< nmt BEEER s ' BEEnruwm Z

* PICHER SPECIALS S m.REﬂEnw =
RhFFLES & PRIZES' .j'

‘___,, v 50/50 = }" S

el {_

s CASH DRAHIHG'

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH
— DOORS OPEN AT NOON — i8S

20516 E.Arrow Hwy, Covina 91724 (626)966-778¢

— A .

.
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= I'CDrudary 2020 ke

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu kri sat

]
ALA-755 LACC Mig. @
P-280 Breakfast Monthly Food Drive Dept. 4 Chaplains
Program Sanger,
CcA
SUPERBOWL Taco Wednsndays Party P-280
Post-280 D18 E-Board Mtg. Post-755 , L Dinner Post-755
Post 755 @P139 : Lincoln’s Birthday Valentine's Day

5 . 7 9 D-18 Mtg. @ P139
| : ' i Post-180

i ’ : 4 Chaplains Prgm. 3
President’s Day aplains P 109 180
Karaoke Night Anniversary

20 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28

Tz Ysice of legance

District 18 THE AMERICAN LEGION
P.O. Box 5256
El Monte, CA 01734

ﬁmm' T e
=73& UNITED STATES P51 AGE 9%

— DISTRICT MEETING Friday FEBRUARY 20, 2026
ish to receive the District Post-139 Alhambra’ @ 1900 hrs.

newsletter by Email, please notify
Editor Auggie G. at

age69vet@verizon.net ~~ E- Bd. Mtg. Post 139 '

Monday 02/09/2026
_— T
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The American Legion Department of California

Four Chaplains Day Inter-Faith Service

S e ok LRIY GRS L SRR
Immortal Four Chaplains
Lt. Alexander D. Goode Lt. George L. Fox

Lt. Clark V. Poling  Lt. John P. Washington

On February 3, 1943, the Army transport ship U.S.A.T. Dorchester was
torpedoed by a submarine and sank with 9oz troops on board, including the
Four Tmmortal Chaplains. While aiding and comforting the Army troops as the
ship sank, the chaplains surrendered their life juckets that others may live. As
the Dorchester sank, the four chaplains linked their arms and prayed. 672 died,

"
Four U.S. Army chaplains of different Hiths sacrificed their lives on

leaving 230 survivors. February 3, 1943, when the USAT Dorchester was torpedned. They
gave their life jackets to soldiers and went down with the ship
Friday, February 6th, 2026, at 2:00PM together, praying—a testament to interfaith unity and heroic

Grace Community Church, selflessness.

ongen ch 93657 FEBRUARY 21, 2026 AT 5PM
Reception following with light refreshments, R.5.\V.P. 559-875-8387 or C E REMONY F 0 LL 0 WED BY P 0 TLUC K

carolina@calegion.org on or before February 1, 2026

American Legion Post 755
20516 E. Arrow Hwy., Covina, CA 91724

Members Honored Veterans
‘FOUR CHAPLAINS”
Make an all-out effort to attend your District & Department
Four Chaplains program. A once-a-year program that

e
= ! FOR ALL WHO SE VE ﬁ honors those heroes that paid the ultimate price for the
p ‘ v ETERAN S'n_’ Freedom we all share and for our members who honorably
.’,"’ J served and then continued to serve their fellow Veterans
’F e BRE AKFAST Ny & through the American Legion as Members and Leaders to

now, who have transferred to “POST EVERLASTING”.
_ : : We ask you to show your respect and recognition to these
» ST members...your friends, your brothers & sisters-family!

American Legion Post 755

Hosted by Veteran Peer Access Network 5D-1 for the
San Gabriel Valley Veterans Alliance

(626) 966- 7786 Hours: Mon, & Thurs, 4pm-8pm, Wed.,, Fri.|
20516 E. Arrow Hwy.. Covina. CA 91724 Sat. & Sun. 3pm -8pm, Tuesday. closed

Tuesday, February 3, 2026 | 8AM - 10AM

Kara's Korner Deli

= — Bl FEBRUARY 2026:

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Left Right s
0/50 hi &
50/ Smnﬁ""gt y | center 8pm weg_rg":_'“e"
8 9 10 k! 12 13
S Left Right Legion i v V%‘I::g::l/es
# All Veterans Welcome! w# Su gll'_lt’;m Center 8pm Meetigg Bom Weg__g;ner Aux.sl-'i;:.letmg v b oncs
For more info, contact:
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
. 5 Riders Four
Left Right Wed. Dinner | SAL Meeting Karaoke Chaplains
Hot Dogs |Center Gpm 5-7pm 6pm 5-10pm Ceremony
Spm
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Left Right i Februar:
SAL Breakfasy Wed. Dinner
S orogest center Som &om i
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., _BORINQUEN POST 508
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MONTHLY
FOOD
DRIVE

Now through February 2nd  Peanut Butter

Drop Off Location: Box located at - Jelly

2

: 253
(\ “; ; PRESENTS

& \/ SATURDA wzuzs,

SUGGESTED ITEMS:

American Legion Post 755 « Canned Fruit
» Canned Vegetables
SR == - + Boxed Mac and Cheese
Please_jom the AL{XlIlary in Pk b gl
donating non-perishable and + Instant Mashed Potatoes
shelf stable foods to benefit : r‘f'_*tle; !
those in need. All donations B
will go to Veteran s Village.  Crackers/Chips
_ + Cooking Oil
+ Seasonings
f SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY
American Legion Post 788 \} 5”5" IIW’
DJ NEW YORK RICAN “NELSON”

20816 E. {hrow Hwy., Covina, CA 91724

$35 ENTRY INCLUDES DINNER
6:00-11:30PM
TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW!

Julia McNeil Center (Celebrity Room)
4100 Baldwin Park Blvd.
Baldwin Park CA 91706

CONTACT STEVE (626) 827-4159 RICHIE (951) 206-9526

Amerscan Legion Post 755 AMERICAN LEGION POST 755

Pancakes, e
hacon, coffee Supday.Fep.22,2026,
and fruit S8 S

20SL6 L. Arrow Hwy4 Covina, CA 91726

20516 E. Arrow Hwy., Covina, CA 91724



