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   Hello Everybody, 
As we move into the fall season, I encourage everyone to be safe with the change in seasons we may have high winds, 
rain and other conditions that we may not be used to.  
Over the past couple of months, I have received reports of emails and text messages from individuals falsely claiming to 
be me or other Officers within the American Legion. Please remember that all American Legion business is conducted 
during official meetings—either in person or through virtual meetings that are scheduled in advance and announced by 
our members. While the American Legion may request donations, we will never ask members to purchase gift cards, 
send money orders, or anything else via email or text message. If you ever receive such a request, verify the source. For 
example, hover your cursor over the sender’s name to reveal the actual email address and compare it to legitimate 
correspondence. If it is a text message look at the number see if it is legitimate. If you have talked to that person before. 
When in doubt, confirm before responding. 
I would also like to remind everyone about participation in District meetings: 

• District Executive Board Meetings are open for members to attend, but are for observation only unless you 
are on the agenda. Think of these as similar to watching a webinar—you can view the proceedings, but do not 
have a voice. 

• General Meetings are open to all members and guests, and here everyone has a voice. These meetings follow 
proper structure and ritual, with reports presented, and conclude with time for open discussion. 

Recent Highlights 
This past month we had several key events take place in our area: 

• The American Legion Riders West Coast Rally, which covered posts in our District including Post 755 Charter 
Cove, Azusa Post 180, and Chino Post 299 in Chino (25th District). 

• The Department Executive Committee Meeting held in Orange County, which provided a unique opportunity 
for District and Area Officers to collaborate, brainstorm ways to strengthen the American Legion, and openly 
discuss areas that need improvement within our organization. 

•       Important Announcement 
The Los Angeles County Council General Meeting will be held this Friday, October 3rd, at Post 280 in East 
Pasadena. Dinner will be available at 6:00 p.m., and the meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. Legionnaires and Sons of 
the American Legion planning to attend are reminded to bring their Post or Squadron cover. I strongly 
encourage members to attend—these gatherings are an excellent opportunity to connect, learn, and represent 
your Post. 
•       I also want to highlight that the Los Angeles County Council provides Veteran Service Officers (VSOs) at 
the VA hospitals within Los Angeles County. This important work ensures that veterans in our communities 
receive the care, benefits, and support they have earned. 

           I encourage all members to stay informed by visiting both the Department and District websites for updates and 
upcoming events: Department: calegion.org & District 18: cadistrict18.org 

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to the American Legion. I look forward to seeing many of you at 
the 18 District meetings this month and the Los Angeles County Council meeting at Post 280 this Friday. October 
3rd 2025 
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October 2025 

   
18th District 1st Vice, 
Domingo H. Almanzar Jr. 
For God and Country 

 
   

  Comrades, 

As of the October 2025 report, District 18 has: 

• 13 new members 

• 296 PUFL members 

• 580 paid members 

• 3 transfers 

• Total: 892 members out of 1,570 

This places us at 56.82% of our membership goal, ranked 16th in the Department of California. 

Highlights: 

• Top Post by percentage: Post 748 San Gabriel leads the district at 85.19%. 

• Other strong performers: Post 247 Arcadia Monrovia at 76.04%, and Post 508 Borinquen Baldwin Park at 75.53%. 

• Largest Post: Post 790 West Covina with 183 members paid (56.83%). 

Areas Needing Attention: 

Five Posts are currently below 50% of their goal: 

• Post 180 Canyon City Azusa – 48.99% 

• Post 241 Abraham Lincoln Baldwin Park – 31.25% 

• Post 261 El Monte – 17.14% 

• Post 279 Temple City – 25.00% 

• Post 431 Edison Alhambra – 35.00% 

These Posts may need extra support with renewals and outreach to get back on track toward their targets. 

Summary: 

District 18 is over the halfway point at 56.82%, but we have more work ahead to meet our 100% goal. I encourage every Post 

to keep reaching out to members, especially those who have not yet renewed, and continue welcoming new veterans into our 

Legion family. Every membership card makes a difference in strengthening our mission. 
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  Photo by Auggie G. 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

    From the Chaplains Corner 

 

 

 

 

God Bless to all our, 2026 Legion Family! 
  

I pray that we have a very blessed year and that all our 
Members and their families as well as our supporters 
 Good health and successful membership year… 

District Chaplain, 

  Charles Weiskercher 
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.        From the desk of 2nd Vice 

Irvin  
       
  

District 18 – 2nd Vice Commander’s Report 

October 2025 

Comrades, 

Last month, District 18 hosted a successful Casino Turnaround Bus Trip. It was a day filled with games, prizes, and 

plenty of camaraderie among our District 18 family. The turnout was strong, the energy was positive, and it was a great 

opportunity to bring members together outside of our usual meetings and Post activities. Events like this help strengthen the 

bonds within our Legion family while raising support for our programs. 

I thank everyone who participated, volunteered, and helped make this trip possible. Your continued support shows the 

strength and unity of District 18. I look forward to planning more activities that bring our members together in the same 

spirit of fellowship and fun. 

Semper Fi, 

Irvin Flores 

2nd Vice Commander 

 

 
 
Dinner Thursday, 10/2 and Breakfast Sunday, 10/5 at the Legion...  
 

Dinner at the Legion! 
Street Tacos (carne asada, chicken and al pastor) Macaroni salad and dessert- $10 
Thursday, October 2, 2025 
Doors open at 4pm, meal at 5pm 
 

Breakfast at the Legion! 
Sunday, October 5, 2025 
9am-11am 
 

Dine in or takeout available! 
 

All events hosted at 
 

American Legion Post 280 
179 N Vinedo Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 911007 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Join the fun and camaraderie!  Seven TVs, dart boards, pool table and great canteen service! Please support our 
veterans! 
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Charter Cove Post 755, Covina CA 

 

 
  From the Adjutant 

  Scott Sinclair 

 

Adjutant report 
 

 
The Elegant 18th District Ritual Team all past 18th District Commanders 

. 
Thank you for your Service & Thank you for your support Team Captain Scott Sinclair. 
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    From the Chaplains Corner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2025 

BE THE ONE – Join the District leadership team 
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Congressman Gil Cisneros listens and willing to help our Veterans through Congressional support… 

Congressman scheduled a coalition with the various Veterans organizations at Post 755 to hear what we can all do 



 El    The Elegant 18th District  
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.  

13 October 2025 District Executive Board meeting @ Post 280 E. Pasadena 7 p.m. 

 

Friday – 17 October 2025 District General Membership Meeting @ Post 280 E. Pasadena 

 District & Post program All Post Officers should attend.    . 

Post Commanders, Vice Commanders, Adjutants are required to attend these meetings by either one or all of these elected 

officers who are duly elected and appointed officers of their respective post to represent their Membership…  

 

Reports are required from each post representative on the development and compliance mandates per Dept.  

August District Meeting Schedule: Post-790 West Covina - Executive Board  08/11/2025 @ 7p.m. 

        General membership  08/15/2025 @ 7p.m.  
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Meetings: D.E.C. in Orange CA 

Day one: @ Post 132 / Day two: Hyatt Regency 
. 

Dept. session break-out all dept. Areas on Strategic plans for advancing resources and visibility  
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Post 475 Members,  
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Wish to receive the District 
  newsletter by Email, please notify 

Editor Auggie G. at 
age69vet@verizon.net 

 

E- Bd. Mtg. Post 280 

Monday 10/13/2025 

DISTRICT MEETING Friday October 17, 2025 
Post-280 e. Pasadena, @ 1900 hrs.  
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(continued from page 8) – D.E.C & Candidates for Dept. Officers and Special speakers 
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Subject: SB 694 (Archuleta) — Protecting Veterans from Predatory “Claim Sharks” 
Dear Legion Family and Supporters, 
 
As part of American Legion District 22's ongoing effort in support of SB 694 (Archuleta), we are gathering as much information 
as possible about predatory claims companies—often called claim sharks. These entities target veterans by charging excessive 
fees, using aggressive marketing tactics, and misleading veterans into paying for services that are already provided free of 
charge by accredited Veterans Service Organizations like the American Legion. 
 
While many legislators already stand with veterans and support SB 694, there are still those who view these fee-based 
companies as providing “options.” To overcome this misconception, we need to show hard evidence of how these companies 
exploit our veterans. 
 
Here’s how you can help: 

• Share any stories from veterans who have been targeted or victimized. 
• Provide examples of overcharging, aggressive advertising, or misleading claims. 

Every story and piece of evidence will strengthen our case and ensure legislators understand the harm these 
companies cause to those who have already given so much for our country. 
 
SB 694, authored by Senator Bob Archuleta, aims to crack down on unscrupulous for-profit firms that charge 
veterans to help with VA claims. The bill would prohibit unaccredited individuals or entities from collecting fees 
for initial claims or requiring veterans to pay upfront for services that accredited Veterans Service 
Organizations (VSOs) already provide for free. Its goal: to shield veterans from overcharging, misleading 
promises, and aggressive marketing, while preserving fair, accredited assistance.   
Here’s where SB694 stands: 

• The bill recently passed the Assembly and moved out of the Assembly Appropriations Committee, 
entering the final stages toward the governor’s desk. 

• According to Sen. Archuleta, SB 694 is slated for a full Senate vote when the legislative session 
reconvenes in January 2026. 

• However, SB 694 is currently stalled in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

October2025 _ Page 11 

Elegant 18th District @ D.E.C.   /   El Monte Post Awards Students   /   LACC Flag Raising 

 

 

Your Legislative Officers hard at work 

 

Department California & Veterans Affairs information 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


