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Hello Legion Family, 
  

I had the opportunity to meet and speak with the American Legion Department of California Auxiliary 
President Linda Hayes on February 17, 2025 when she visited District 18.  Post 139 hosted a wonderful 
evening that featured a delicious dinner preceding the district 18 Auxiliary meeting.  In her remarks to a 
crowd of over 50 guests, Mrs. Hayes reminded us about the responsibility we have to help and serve 
veterans. Her special projects include supporting the Veterans Peer Assistance Network (VPAN) and the 
Veterans Transition Center (VTC) in Monterey, California.  A major takeaway for me was when she stressed 
that there’s always someone to help and a viable way to help them.  
  

Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation (VA and R) stands as an important “Pillar” within our organization and 
the Auxiliary President’s presentation caused me to realize that service toward supporting VA and R can 
take on many dimensions.  Even outside of our beloved Legion, there are a myriad of veteran’s groups 
that can use our help.  The Disabled Veterans of America, the Vietnam Veterans of America, the Wounded 
Warrior Project and Tunnels 4 Towers are but a few of the organizations that deliver vital support to our 
needy vets. Please take a moment to type “veteran’s charities” into your Google Search and see what you 
can do to make the positive difference President Hayes spoke of. 
  

Additionally, as we are about to enter the spring season, it’s most fitting to spend more time 
outdoors.  With that in mind, I’ve asked our District 18 2nd Vice Commander Jack Evanilla to schedule 
another camaraderie event.  Please take note of the flyer in this newsletter, as we hope to see our entire 
District 18 Legion Family on Saturday, March 29th in Pasadena for our 2025 Spring Fling! If you’re reading 
this, you’re invited!  Please make every effort to be there! 
  

Lastly, membership renewals and seeking new joins are essential to the existence of our Legion.  If you 
have not renewed your 2024-2025 membership, please do so as soon as possible.  The membership dues 
deadline was December 31, 2024.  Nothing is more important to an operating Post than 
membership.  Additionally, please share this membership renewal/new join link with everyone for the 
specific purpose of keeping the American Legion alive:  
  

https://cadistrict18.org/join-or-renew-membership/ 
  

Semper Fidelis, 
  

Neil La Sala 
American Legion Department of California 
Commander- District 18 
Adjutant- Post 280 
626-833-8493/ntlasala@att.net 
 

District 18 “Four Chaplains” program @ Post 139 Alhambra 

https://cadistrict18.org/join-or-renew-membership/
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MARCH 2025 

.Semper Fidelis,  

Samuel Cafiero-1st Vice Commander  

Elegant 18 District 

Comrades, 

Here are essential training resources and membership updates to strengthen our district. I encourage all members to 

explore calegion.org/training for valuable programs, including Basic Training, Buddy Check, Training in a Box, 

Membership Orientation, and Legion College, along with additional training and leadership workshops. These resources 

enhance member engagement, leadership skills, and overall effectiveness within the Legion. 

The last Friday of the month the American Legion has a membership booth at the Veteran Social Connection. Where  

Tracking our membership progress is also crucial. Under the Membership Tab on http://www.Calegion.org Department 

website, the Department Membership Report provides insight into our standing at the National, Department, Area, District, 

and Post levels. This data allows us to assess growth, identify areas for improvement, and refine recruitment and retention 

strategies. 

I encourage all members to take advantage of these training tools and reports to strengthen our mission. Continued 

engagement and education will ensure the success of our district and The American Legion as a whole.  

 

Remember that the POST DATA REPORT is due by April 15 each year. This report includes key details such as your post 

name, number, address, phone number, meeting schedule, dues amount, and more. Accurate information ensures members 

receive the correct membership renewal notices.  

 

For God and Country, 

Samuel Cafiero 

1st Vice Commander  

18 District  
 

District 18 Posts & Area Posts work Department Membership at Post 272 

  Photo by Auggie G. 

https://calegion.org/training
http://www.calegion.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  
.        From the desk of 2nd Vice 

Jack Evanilla 
       
   
  
  

Good March to all. I’m hoping March starts a better month. In my Chaplain report this month, 
many prayers Are said to help all of our members who need help. 
  

Spring Fling At Commander LaSala’s home, 2930 Thorndike Road, Chapman Woods. Pasadena. 
1300 time. 50/50, Bocce Ball, door prizes/ BYOB/ beer/pot luck…for those who missed the last 
fling in August 2024, a lot of the same format. Please see flyer in March newsletter, and 
remember, “follow the penguin”. 
  

Next LACC meeting, 7 March at post 755, meal 1800 and meeting 1900. For those of you members 
who have never Attended a LACC meeting. Covina, Glendora, West Covina, Clarmont. This is your 
chance to see what LACC does, Meal will be Mexican Food. 
  

D.E.C. is soon to be, 20 to 23 March. Please call Ema at Santa Maria Inn, to make a reservation. 
Phone is 
805-928-7777… Ema is looking for your call. 
  

Next Chaplain Zoom Meeting is 17 March, 1830 to 2000. Program is to help all Chaplains “be a 
better Chaplain. Please call Dr. Kathy Cash for information, 323-251-5742. 
  

Memorial Day Ceremony, at Oakdale Cemetery, Glendora. Next meeting will be held 1100 at main 
cemetery office. Contact Misty at 626-393-5438 for more information. Ceremony will be held on 
26 May, at 0900. 
  

Our Department Convention is in June, 26 to 29. PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS ASAP. Contact 
Dennis, he works Wednesday thru Sunday, off Monday and Tuesday. Office phone is 559-732-
4511. Please ask for the newly remodeled rooms, rates are $125.00 a day. This year the Hospitality 
Room will be $600.00 for three days. Last year was $550.00. 
  

Next recruiting table event will be held on 28 March, Friday at 0830 till??, at Long Beach VA. At a 
different area of the compass. I believe breakfast and a lunch will happen. The theme will be about 
Vietnam Veterans! 
  

Very important here. Out homeless Christmas Day event, we need members to reach out to their 
communities and begin to get the items needed. So far I have toothpaste and toothbrushes. I am 
also reaching out to “Heal Vets therapy kits” that we acquired from CSM Larry Keen last year. 
Christy is my contact. PLEASE, PLEASE BEGIN TO START HELPING HER WE NEED SUPPLIES NOW. 
  

Everyone have a very, very blessed Month of March, and please pray for Veterans who need help. 
Please be the one reach out and do some “BUDDY CHECKS”!!! 
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LACC meeting @ 

Patriotic hall 

         
 
  

       
                       

  
 

 

Charter Cove Post 755, Covina CA 

 

 

 
  Comments from the Scribe 

  Augustine “Auggie” Galaviz 

 

Well,’ my friends, I am the 18th District candidate for Department Area Vice Commander. 

My Post 790 voted to endorse my candidacy and, 18th District unanimously approved to support me as the next 

Department Area 6 Vice Commander at the next Department Convention. 

 

My Motto: “We Got your Six” From Area 6” 

 

Recognizing that membership is the life source of our organization I would also like to streamline & develop a more 

progressive self-communication with each of our Area Posts Leaders as well as constructive communication with each of 

our District Commanders so that we can all be in the same mode of information and refresh our knowledge and/or coach 

each other to be in the same resource on Legion business and communication abilities for the good of our members.    

Thank you, to all the Posts that voted to support my Candidacy 

Elegant 18th District 
Department of California 

P. O. Box 5256 

El Monte, CA 91734 

2018 – 2019 Meeting Schedule 
All District Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. / Dinner starts @ 6:00 p.m.  

 
. 

01/07/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 30 Pomona                                                               

01/18/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 30 Pomona 

02/09/19 Department Four Chaplains, Interfaith Service, St. Mary's Church, Sanger, CA 

02/11/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 139 Alhambra                                                                      

02/15/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 139 Alhambra - "Four Chaplains Night" 

02/10/2019 District 18 Oratorical Contest @ Post 279 Temple City 

  Spring D. E. C. March 8 - 10, 2019 @ Cpl. Brandon Post 56, Santa Maria, CA 

03/11/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 397 Monterey Park                                                                            

03/15/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 397 Monterey Park- 2nd Vice Commanders Night 

03/30/19 Department Area 6 Spring Caucus @ Post 741, Camarillo, CA  (D-16/D-18/D-20/D-24) 

04/08/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 261 El Monte                                                                         

04/19/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 261 El Monte past Dist. Commanders & Aux. Presidents Night 

5/13/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 241 Baldwin Park                                                                         

05/17/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 241 Baldwin Park– 1st Nominations 

06/03/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 790 West Covina                                                                 

06/07/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 790 West Covina - 2nd Nominations/Elections 

07/  /19 E-Board Meeting TBD                                                                                                                

07/  /19  Membership Meeting @ Post TBD 

• Dates are subject to change 

 

Post Officers, JOIN us at District meetings, you are the legal 

Representative of your Post, receive the latest Legion 

Information and give us your Post tidings… This is 

Leadership in progress within Membership support! 

Elegant 18th District visited Visalia to secure our housing for Department Convention 

Helmet’s for HEROS / District 18 Sgt.-At-Arms visits V.A. Long Beach 

March 28, 2025    rescheduled for D.E.C. 
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18th District Meeting, @ Post 139 February 21, 2025 

MARCH 2025 

Elegant 18th District Oratorical Contest: Oratorical – Assigned topics are now available on the 

Legion website. District Speak off 3/4/2025 @ Post 279 Temple City. Posts contact your local high 

schools to invite their students to participate and/or attend. A very educational program Children & 

Youth, the “FOUR PILLARS”  Below-some past district Oratorical Contestants 
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SAL 18th District achieve 100% meet at Post 790 West Covina Department Auxiliary President visits 18th District  



 El The Elegant 18th District  
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.  

10 March 2025 District Executive Board meeting @ Post 279 Temple City 

 

Friday – 28 March 2025 District General Membership Meeting @ Post 279 Temple City 

 District & Post program All Post Officers should attend.    . 

Post Commanders, Vice Commanders, Adjutants are required to attend these meetings by either one or all of these elected 

officers who are duly elected and appointed officers of their respective post to represent their Membership…  

 

Reports are required from each post representative on the development and compliance mandates per 

Department American Legion.  

  

District Chaplain, 

  Jack Evanila 
 
 
 

From the Chaplains Corner 
 

Important military dates in March 
  

          3, US Navy reserve birthday, 1915.       
          13, Army K-9 Veterans day. 1942. 
          19, Start of Iraq conflict. 2003. 
          24, Start of KUSOVO Campaign, 1999. 
          25, National Medal Honor Day. Wreaths lay at Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
          29, Vietnam Veterans Day. 
  

Prayer for Spring Season. 
          

          Let Us Pray… 
Dear Lord, thank you for Spring and Hope of warmer, longer, brighter days. Thankyou for coming of growth and 
Life and birth. Thankyou that things are coming awake in the world. This is what the Lords calendar says, and we .. 
do see signs that it is real. God  Of Love, you enter into our Spring Season, into our deepest places of inner 
dwelling, into the heart of Transformation. Heal us O Lord, and we shall be healed. Save us and we shall be saved, 
for you are our Praise. 
  

          A prayer for our members who are healing form situations that happened in January and February. 
For the Rivers Family, The Russ Linquest Family, Brett Rueb, Pat from 755, Domingo 790. 
  

Loving Father, touch us now with Your healing hands, for we believe that your will is for us to be well in mind, body 
and spirit. Amen. Amen, Amen!!! 
 

 Blessed 2025 Legion Family!!!! 
18th District 
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Events around your neighborhood Posts  

. 



 
 

Dist. 18 Mtg. 

@P-279 Temple 

City 

 

 

D.E.C. @ Sta. 

Maria 

 

 

D.E.C. @ Sta. 

Maria 

    

    

    

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

    

  

  

  

                    

   

 

                                                 
Post 475 Members,  
 
At  
 

     New District Coin 

         To be released early 2025  

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wish to receive the District 
  newsletter by Email, please notify 

Editor Auggie G. at 
age69vet@verizon.net 

 

E- Bd. Mtg. Post 279 

Monday 03/10/2025 

DISTRICT MEETING Friday March 28, 2025 
Post-279 Temple City, @ 1930 hrs.  
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Op. Rolling 

Thunder 1965 
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LACC Mtg. @ 

post 755 Covina 

 

 
 

Op. Iraqi 

Freedom 2003 
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P755 Pot-Luck 

  
 

Girl Scouts of 

America 1912 

 
 

. 

 

 

 

. 

Medal of Honor Day 
 
 

US ground forces 
leave Somalia 1994 

 

 
American 

Legion’s Birthday 

1919 
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Ash Wednesday 

 

 
. 

 
 

Op. uphold 

Democracy 1995 

 

 
St. Patrick’s Day 

Camp Fire 

Boys&Girls 

Est.1910 

 
Star Spangled Banner 
National Anthem 

1911 
US Navy Reserve 

Birthday 1915 
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Dist. 18 E-Bd. Mtg. 

@P-279 Temple 

City 

 

 
National Vietnam 

Veterans Day 

mailto:age69vet@verizon.net
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Rosie the Riveter 

How many remember? oh yes 

when women were 

unacknowledged for all they 

do... 
 

MARCH 

Women’s History Month 
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NOMINATIONS - VOTE – ELECTIONS – BE THE ONE 
 

 Comrades, Elegant 18th District and Post Members in Good Standing 

YES! Election of Officers is just around the corner, for Your Post and District, it is time to look around you and your 

post! Whom do you feel that is worthy in a leadership position, that will do the job in representing your members, 

excel, expound and further the expectations of what our organization is about? 
 

Don’t just be a ride along, are you one of the few that talk, complaint, or feel you can do better? Well, here is your 

chance to show your leadership capabilities and become a team player or do you know someone that would like to be 

a candidate for one of the District Leadership positions. 

 

You are the one! That decides what your post & district is about and can do in accordance to the “By-Laws”, for the 

Good of the Legion. Now is the time to submit names of candidates for your Post Officers that will manage and 

conduct your Post American Legion business. As for District, we are looking those leaders that will lead us into the 

next generation of Veterans still serving America through the American Legion District, Area & Department… 


