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  Neil La Sala    

Commander 2024 - 2025 

The Elegant 18th District   

 
 

  

Hello Legion Family, 
  

I am making service to the community and Legion Family camaraderie the cornerstone of my 2024-2025 term.  Every member of 

our organization has the ability to help make a positive difference.  Whether it be stuffing envelopes for a membership renewal 

campaign, helping to prepare a meal, donating trash bags to the Post… no display of kindness and service is too small!  To that 

end, I would like to take a moment to recognize a District 18 Legionnaire who truly exemplifies an incomparable sprit of 

service.  A role model for us all, I am honored to announce that John C. Evanilla from Post 475 has been named the American 

Legion Department of California Chaplain of the Year!  Jack  is very attentive and he has high concentration levels.  Furthermore, 

he is always willing and eager to learn new things about his position with respect to spreading the word of God. 

Jack is a highly ambitious person with great intellectual capacity.  He is very serious with his duties and he takes up all 

tasks with full dedication.  Additionally, he has always been consistent in his performance.  He spends countless hours 

working on prayers, making appearances at memorial services and consoling the families of deceased 

Legionaries.  Furthermore, he has personally raised $5000 from private and corporate donors for the District 18 

Memorial and Convention Funds. Furthermore, his excellent people skills and immense creativity have allowed him to 

promulgate the teachings of the Bible for the benefit of the community and American Legion.  He has prepared and 

delivered invocations and benedictions at Easter/Passover, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Veterans Day, 

Thanksgiving and at Christmas events on behalf of the American Legion. Furthermore, in February of this year, 

Comrade Evanilla arranged for the Department Chaplain to participate in the District 18 Four Chaplains Ceremony 

henceforth, providing an opportunity for all Legion Family members of the San Gabriel Valley to meet and listen to the 

enlightening words of Dr. Kathy Cash. 
  

Jack is a contributor and a leader who garners tremendous respect and admiration from his American Legion comrades.  He has 

excellent communication skills and he conducts himself with great maturity and confidence when he speaks in front of an 

audience.  He is a valued part of our Legion team and he will undoubtedly be suited for continued service with higher levels of 

responsibility in the years to come.  Again, a true role model, congratulations are certainly in order for Jack! 

 

Lastly, please understand that membership renewals and seeking new joins are essential to the existence of our Legion.  If you have 

not renewed your 2024-2025 membership, please do so as soon as possible.  Additionally, please share this membership 

renewal/new join link with everyone for the specific purpose of keeping the American Legion alive:  
  

https://cadistrict18.org/join-or-renew-membership/ 

 Follow the penguin! 
 

Semper Fidelis, 
  

Neil La Sala 

American Legion Department of California 

Commander- District 18 

Adjutant- Post 280 

626-833-8493/ntlasala@att.net 
  District 18 Chaplain 

Receives Chaplain of the Year! 

https://cadistrict18.org/join-or-renew-membership/
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Hello American Legion family, 
 

We are now in the second month of the membership calendar year. Most Posts have received their membership cards, 
which have been distributed at recent District meetings and Post Installations. 
 

For Post Adjutants and other legionnaires, review the training materials on mylegion.org/training for guidance on 
submitting, renewing, and processing memberships. 
 

I attended the American Legion membership workshop on July 26-27 in Indianapolis, Indiana. Some key takeaways 
include: 
5 Ways to Engage Members: 

1. Reach out early and often. 
2. Start your retention program on Day One. 
3. Customize your approach to individual members. 
4. Identify why they joined and do more of it. 
5. Always communicate. 

Send membership cards ASAP and use mylegion.org: 
• Encourage individual usemylegion.org 
• Implement policies for unit use (Post and Squadron) 
• Submit transmittals ASAP, ideally daily or weekly,  
• to avoid renewal notices. 
• Posts that do not have access to mylegion.org let us know  
• so we can fix that ASAP 

Membership renewal link – 
 Renew your membership online | The American Legion 
 

Semper Fidelis,  

Samuel Cafiero 

1st Vice Commander  

Elegant 18 District  
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        Commanders – Past Commanders              We restate 

   Leaders in your own right! Experienced, knowledgeable, trailblazers, Advisors 

Help us help our posts leadership volunteers, join the PCC, yes, The past Commander Club 

 

You are the most experienced and cultivated officers of this organization that can “Mentor” and 

advise your fellow officers and incoming officers on our organization’s mode of operation and 

understandings of the By-laws! 

As when active duty, we all had uniform standard rules to follow. All reputable organizations are 

no different. 

In order to conduct business, we need to know the established guidelines & procedures to 

properly conduct business, for your Post, for your Members. 
 

“BE A MENTOR” Be the leader you are for your fellow colleagues! 

http://mylegion.org/training
http://mylegion.org/
https://www.legion.org/renew


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elegant 18th District 
Department of California 

P. O. Box 5256 

El Monte, CA 91734 

2018 – 2019 Meeting Schedule 
All District Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. / Dinner starts @ 6:00 p.m.  

 
. 

01/07/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 30 Pomona                                                               

01/18/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 30 Pomona 

02/09/19 Department Four Chaplains, Interfaith Service, St. Mary's Church, Sanger, CA 

02/11/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 139 Alhambra                                                                      

02/15/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 139 Alhambra - "Four Chaplains Night" 

02/10/2019 District 18 Oratorical Contest @ Post 279 Temple City 

  Spring D. E. C. March 8 - 10, 2019 @ Cpl. Brandon Post 56, Santa Maria, CA 

03/11/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 397 Monterey Park                                                                            

03/15/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 397 Monterey Park- 2nd Vice Commanders Night 

03/30/19 Department Area 6 Spring Caucus @ Post 741, Camarillo, CA  (D-16/D-18/D-20/D-24) 

04/08/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 261 El Monte                                                                         

04/19/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 261 El Monte past Dist. Commanders & Aux. Presidents Night 

5/13/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 241 Baldwin Park                                                                         

05/17/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 241 Baldwin Park– 1st Nominations 

06/03/2019 E-Board Meeting @ Post 790 West Covina                                                                 

06/07/2019 Membership Meeting @ Post 790 West Covina - 2nd Nominations/Elections 

07/  /19 E-Board Meeting TBD                                                                                                                

07/  /19  Membership Meeting @ Post TBD 

• Dates are subject to change 

 

Post Officers, JOIN us at District meetings, you are the legal 

Representative of your Post, receive the latest Legion 

Information and give us your Post tidings… This is 

Leadership in progress within Membership support! 

 

 

.  
.      From the desk of 2nd Vice 

Jack Evanilla 
       
   
  
. 
Happy August Legion Family.. 
  
Its hot out there! Time to have a Legion Party and bond! So, with the help of Commander LaSala and First Vice Sam, please 
look forward to 31 August, 2024. A day a Saturday afternoon, start time 1300..please be on time. 
  
We/my wife Charlie and I have a pool 15 by 30 feet, bring swim attire and a towel. This is a pot luck event as stated in the flyer. 
Need members to bring their favorite dishes, rice, green salads, potato salad, salsa-green or red, noodle dishes. please help. 
My wife will bring BBQ tri tip! White Hat JR and Commander LaSala, in your honor and presence, look for to Budweiser and IPA 
Hazy IPA, precooled. 
  
If Legion Brothers want to spend the night and really party …you can spend the night ..plenty of room, for those of us who 
served in combat arms, sleeping on a secure floor and blanket is no big deal. Remember what it was like to morning ready in 
the field, yes! My wife Charlie will cook breakfast. And she is quite the cook, as we say in the foodservice business, she can 
burn. Please ask Commander LaSala and First Vice Sam!!! 
  
The event will be Very, Very Special!!! We will be doing pledge of allegiance, blessing of the event, all personal and food. at 
about 1800-1900, will be taking down the flag, taps is being played for the fallen! Pretty good, yes!! 
  
Special guests who are committed…. 
                Dr, Kathy Cash. 
                Janice Summers 
                Carlos, from District 28, our neighbor at convention, 
                Across the way at Lamplighter Inn. Great cook. 
                Neil LaSala 
                Command Sergent Major Larry Keen 
                Command Sergent Major Rivers Joc. hope I spelled correctly! 

Army Colonel Lary 
Possible Nick Rosa 
Possible Covina Walter Allen third, Mayor. 
Possible Glendora Mayor. 
RNC-Riverside National Cemetery Chaplain Caroline 
Flounders..army.1984 to 1992. 
More to come invite. 

  
Working on fall 2024, sporting event, possible UCLA Football game, corner endzone seats, $28.00. possible free tickets. Per 
VETTIX, veteran friendly. Will know more as I communicate with Spencer at UCLA tickets. Game is looking like 7 December. 
  
Finally, we have four Australian Shepards Dogs. They bark upon seeing, but are very, very, very civilian and veteran friendly ask 
Mad Max, commander LaSala’s dog and his wife Carol. 
  
Everyone have a very blessed and safe month of August. I am probably going to attend DEC in Bakersfield.. 9 to 11 August. 
Again please please be safe out there stay six o’clock!!! 
  
So I’m done here…Big August coming.. 
OUT!!! 
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LACC meeting @ 

Patriotic hall 

         
 
 
  

      Comments from the J.A./Scribe 
                       

By-Laws, Regulations, Policies and Administrative Compliance 
 

Happy Veterans Day, Members, Officers, elected and appointed,  
 

Uh? I say? Yes, every day is Veterans Day, as is our Service to our Members that which is our main priority! So, you 

the leaders of your Post can and should, Assist & support your Veterans. As leaders you can provide guidance. Show 

Comradeship to your fellow Veterans. We/You! Have an obligation in the American Legion, to mentor, manage and 

provide the necessary tools that your fellow officers can succeed in assisting your membership! 
 

Some Veterans & Members have asked, how can the American Legion help us? What can they do? whom do I ask? 

Well, it’s this simple, start with the Post elected officers, if they do not know? It’s up to them to look up the 

information requested or asked. Again, simple, as I’ve said before, attend the meetings, then ask a fellow officer or 

someone in District level, if we do not know we WILL, look it up and get that information to you as soon as we can, 

it’s called “TEAM-WORK”. Working together for the “Good of the Legion”. 
 

An organization is only as good as its leaders and through you we can and will succeed. Follow the protocols, 

procedures, By-Laws… If I may inform you leaders, don’t go over the established norm of process, from Post, to 

District and then Area only, if you by pass this procedure and go to Department or worse to National it will only be 

rejected and sent back to Department who will then contact the Area & District of the post its coming from, creating an 

inquiry of concern asking for the district to follow up and investigate to resolve whatever problem it may be… 
 

“BE THE ONE” 
 

In Service, 
 

Auggie Galaviz. - 18th District 
Judge Advocate/Scribe  
age69vet@veriozn.net / (562) 706-0178  
Send text or email –  
with name, post or district, 
To know who you are?  
If you wish to be added 
To the District newsletter. 
 

mailto:age69vet@veriozn.net
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18th District Meeting, @ Post 279 Temple City 

August 2024 
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                  District 18 @ Posts events & programs  

Native Americans 

Code Talkers Month 



El The Elegant 18th District  
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12 August 2024 District Executive Board meeting @ Post 475 Glendora  

 

Friday – 16 August 2024 District General Membership Meeting @ Post 475 Glendora,  

 District & Post program All Post Officers should attend.     . 
Post Commanders, Vice Commanders, Adjutants are required to attend these meetings by either one or all of these elected 

officers who are duly elected and appointed officers of their respective post to represent their Membership…  

 

Reports are required from each post representative on the development and compliance mandates per 

Department American Legion. Only through your oath of office in service to your membership working 

together as one team will we all succeed for our Veterans. 

  

District Chaplain, 

  Jack Evanila 
 
 
 

From the Chaplains Corner 
  
Hello Legion Family, and Happy August 
  
8-7-1790-national coast guard day, founding of us coast guard…1790 by Alexander Hamilton. 
8-7-..purple heart day. 
8-10..ageant orange awareness day. 
8-14..navaio code talkers’ day. 
8-16..national airborne day. 
8-29—marine forces reserve birthday. 
  
A prayer for August 2024! 
  
Lord God, it is August, thank you for this time of year with longer days, brighter nights, and a break from normal routine. You 
are the God who needs nothing and yet you took time to rest. Thank you for the summer that gives us the opportunity to 
follow your example. We rejoice in the gifts of family, friends, civilians or not ..neighbors and yes Veterans  we all need help, 
Lord God …please help, we all need time off to enjoy the month of August. 
Amen, Amen, Amen!!!! 
  
A prayer-quote for the month of August!!! 
  
Seek the Lord and his strength. Seek his continually. 
  
May you rest the palm of His loving hands and find comfort in His care for you. 
  
You, 18th American Legion District you’re all in His  and my prayers!!!!! 
  
Amen! 
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Events around your neighborhood Posts  



 

 

 

Dist. 18 Mtg. 

@P475 Glendora 

    

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

    

  

  

 

                   

 

 

                                                 
Post 475 Members, 
 
At  
 

     Follow the penguin  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wish to receive the District 
  newsletter by Email, please notify 

Editor Auggie G. at 
age69vet@verizon.net 

 

E- Bd. Mtg. Post 475 

Monday 08/12/2024 

DISTRICT MEETING Friday AUGUST 16, 2024 
Post-475 Glendora, @ 1930 hrs.  
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marine forces 

reserve birthday 
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P280 Breakfast 

US.Coast Guard 

1790 

 

 

Agent Orange 

awareness day 

 

 

 
Nati’l. Aviation Day 
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P755 Taco 

Wed. 

 

 
P790 Fndrsr. 

Breakfast 

  
 

Navajo Code 

Talkers Day 
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Purple Heat Day 

Est. 1782 

 

 
D18 Got Talent 

@ P139 Alh. 

 
. 

 

 

. 

 
 

Women A.F. Svc. 
Pilots Est. 1943. 

 
. 
. 

 
. 

Gold Star 

Children’s Day 

 
Blood Drive P180 

LACC Mtg. 

Desert Shield 1990 

 
Dist. 18 E-Bd. 

Mtg.@P475 

Glendora 

 

 
Dist. 18 

Camaraderie 
Bonding Day 

mailto:age69vet@verizon.net
mailto:Mtg.@P475


 

  

The Elegant 18th District 
Department Convention presented our 

District Chaplain of the year award. 
Jack Evanilla-Post 755 

 

This district has the most recognized 
members in service to their communities this 

past few years. 



 

 
 

Women's Health 

 

Women Veterans: You deserve the best prosthetic and sensory aids designed to fit your lifestyle and 
your body. VA offers comprehensive and advanced prosthetic devices, sensory aids, and rehabilitation 
services that specifically meet your unique health care needs. Plus, we know that size and appearance matter. 
We’re further enhancing options so you can choose items for your personal style and body type. 

You may know that we provide mobility, visual, and hearing aids, surgical implants, and custom limbs. But we 
also provide gender-specific items such as nursing bras, breast pumps, mastectomy items, wigs, pelvic floor 
devices, and more. 

Visit the VA Office of Women’s Health Prosthetics page or call 1-855-VA-WOMEN to speak with a real person 

and get connected to care. You can also learn more by visiting the VA Prosthetic and Sensory Aids Service 

page 

Virtual VA Benefits and Services Workshop 

Virtual Overview of VA Benefits and Services 
In partnership with Department of Labor, who has oversight of Off-Base Transition Training (OBTT), VA is 
offering a 45-minute virtual Overview of VA Benefits and Services workshop. This is a comprehensive overview 
of benefits and services provided by VA. 

During this workshop you will learn: 

• How to access the benefits you've earned 

• Key benefit considerations 

• How to connect with VA 

Dates: 

• Tuesday, August 13 at 11:00 a.m. PT 

• Tuesday, August 27 at 11:00 a.m. PT 


